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Making Data 
Count 
2014 - 2015 

▪ 2014 - 2015 
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Making Data 
Count 2016 
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Journal Articles 
Currency of research 

ALMS (Citations, Views, 
Downloads) 

…but data play a larger role in the research process! 

Data Publication 
1st class scholarly object 

No current infrastructure or 
community best practice 
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Make Data Count 
2017 - 2019 

1.  Formal recommendation for measuring data usage  

2.  Develop Hub for all Data Level Metrics (DLM)  
 

3.   Make usage tracking easier 

4.  Drive adoption by showing how it can be done 
(easily) 
 

5.  Engage across all research communities 

6.  Iterate! 
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Data Level Metrics 
Landscape Survey 
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Groups We 
Talked With 

ConsortiaManager 
CSIR 
DataMap 
Elsevier 
EMBL/EBI 
GigaScience 
LSAP 
Netherlands Institute of Ecology 
RAMP Project  
USDA 
University of Wisconsin 
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What We Need 

A better system  
to monitor and track 

usage & impact 
metrics 

13 



14 



15 



16 



Counter Code of Practice for Research Data 
 

Metrics for research data allow data repositories, 
libraries, funders, and other stakeholders to 

understand and demonstrate the value of research 
data 
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Why Are Usage 
Metrics Different 
for Research 
Data? 

Use cases: no need to track access by institution 
(subscriptions), as most research data are freely 
available 
 
Granularity: datasets frequently include many 
individual files, and are aggregated, merged and split  
 
Versions: research data frequently have many 
versions 
 
Non-human users: Scripts and other automated tools 
are frequently used to fetch research data 

18 



Log-files Double clicks User agents 

Counts Data volume 

Processing 

Reporting  

Metric Types Access Methods Sessions 
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Ways to  
Get Involved 

COUNTER Code of Practice for Research Data 
•  Please provide feedback! 
•  Preprint Winter, 2017 

Data Metrics Landscape and Early Adopters Survey 
•  Repositories interested in implementing DLMs 
•  Community Outreach 

Conferences & MDC Roadmap 
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We need your help to make this a 
success 

 
 

https://makedatacount.org 
@MakeDataCount 

 
 
 
 


